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ORIGIN AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SCS-03 IO-ll CAB-02 CIAE-00 COME-OO 

DODE-OO DOTE-OO EB-07 INR-07 NSAE-00 FAA-00 DHA-02 

NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-04 H-02 L-03 NSC-05 

PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 SCA-01 /073 R 

DRAFTED BY AF/C : TKILLORAN : LAR 
APPROVED BY AF:EWMULCAHY 
AF/C:TRBUCHANAN 
AF/W :SFPATRICK 

060880 

O 130045Z FEB 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 035257 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CASC, AO, NI, US 

SUBJECT: REQUEST TO FMG TO ASSIST IN OBTAINING RELEASE OF 
U.S. CITIZENS AND AIRCRAFT 

REF: LAGOS 1791 

1 . YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO ASK FMG FOR ITS ASSISTANCE. 

2. THE AIRCRAFT AND CREW ARE NOT RPT NOT PART OF A U.S. 
INTELLIGENCE OPERATION. WE HAVE ALSO RECEIVED FIRM ASSURAN- 
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CES FROM ALLEGHENY AIRLINES THAT IT SOLD THE PLANE TO 
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SUIDWEST AIRLINES IN A STRAIGHT COMMERCIAL DEAL. THE 
PLANE IN QUESTION IS THE SECOND OF TWO PURCHASES BY SUID- 
WEST. HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE PLANE WAS TO BE USED FOR 
MILITARY PURPOSES. 

3. THE SAFETY OF THE CREW IS PARAMOUNT. IF, THEREFORE, 

THE NIGERIANS REFUSE CATEGORICALLY TO ACT ON OUR BEHALF, 

BUT OFFER TO PUT YOU IN TOUCH WITH MPLA REPS, YOU SHOULD 

INFORM US BY IMMEDIATE CABLE AND AWAIT INSTRUCTIONS. KISSINGER 
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